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REGULATIONS FOR THE PARISH ADMINIS-
TRATION COUNCIL OF THE CHURCH OF

ETHIOPIA
Issuing Authority

These Regulations are issued by the Ecclesiastical Coun-
cil pursuant to authority vested in it by Article 2
sub-Article 2 and Article 4 of the Church Administra-
tion Order, 1967 (Order No. 48 of 1967.)

2. Short Title

These Regulations may be cited as “the Ethio-
pian Orthodox  Church Parish Administra-
tion Council Regulations, 1973.”

3. Definition

“Parish Council” shall mean one in which
registered believers, eligible to vote candidates
or become candidates for the Parish Administra-
tion established therein, are found and shall
be limited to a Church’s parish boundaries.

4. Establishment of the Ethiopian Orthodox Church

Parish  Administration C’ounci[.

There is hereby establlshedan Ethiopian Ortho-
dox ChurchP arish Administration Council
(hereinafter called the ““Parish Council)” as an
autonomous body under each Diocesan Admin-
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0.

Powers and Duties

The Parish Council shall have the following
powers and duties:

L

to study and apply ways and means of
expanding education, evangelism, charitable
activities and social services, and maintaing
and developing property of the Parish
Church within its locality; and to co-operate

with govevernment and private institutions to
achieve its purposes;

2.a)

b)

‘to give advice to the Parish Administrator on

procedures of spiritual services of the Parish
Church, spiritual conditions of the clergy,
preservation and maintenance of religious
articels and books; ,

to study the administration of clergy, render

decision thereon and give the concerned
diocese notice of the same;

upon notification to and with the approval
of the Patriarchate through the Diocese:
to lease by contract immovable property
as its activities require for a period exceeding
five (5) years;

to borrow money by mortgaging immovables
within its Parish. ‘

without prejudice to sub-Article 3 of this
Article:

to enter into contract;

to sue and be sued;

to raise funds by receiving donations OF
otherwise;

to deposit any money in a bank in the name
of the Parish Church;

to submit the annual budget of the Parish
Church accepted by it for the approval of
the Dioceson Archbishopric;
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to examine progress reports, submitted by
the Parish Church Secretariat at a fixed
time, and auditors report, submitted by an
auditor specially appointed by the Parish
Council, and to take decision thereon:
to study and recommend ways and means
of improving and implementing the ad-
ministration and organization of the Parish
Church, in accordance with the basic
laws and regulations of the Church;

to deliberate any matter relating to the
secular administration of the Parish Church
and make the necessary decisions.

. Composition of the parish Council

The Parish Counci! shall have:

1.
2.
3.
4.

an Administrative Council;
an Administrator;

a Chief Clerk; and

other necessary staff.

. The Administrative Council

1.

b)

¢)

d)

2.

The Administrative Council of the Parish
Church shall have not less than five nor
more than thirteen members consisting of
the following:
the Administrator
as Chairman;
not less than two nor more than six priests
elected from amongst the clergy of the
Parish Church

not less than two nor more than six believers
elected from amongst the believers within
the Parish Church;

a Vice-chairman possessing administrative
ability shall be elected from amongst the
believer members of the Council.

The election of members of the Administra-
tive Council, both priests and believers,
shall be approved by the Diocese before the
members commence their functions, and
the same shall be conveyed to the Patriar-
chate Head Office.

of the Parish Church

3. The members shall be elected in the follo-

a)

V.
V.
VI

VII

. a person recognized for

wing manner: .
eligibility of those members to be elected
from amongst the clergy shall be ascertained

.in accordance with the Eccelesiastical rules
and elections shall be made by majority
vote of the clergy of the Parish Church;
those members to be elected from amongst
the believers by majority vote shall each be;

. resident of the Parish locality;
. a person recognized as devotede good

mannered and knowledgeable;
professing
Orthodox Faith and registred as such;
more than twenty five years of age;
able to read and write;

a person who helps Parish Church by mak-
ing the necessary -contribution,

the

. a person interested in charitable activities

and having the deligence and ability for the
service he may be elected to assume;
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month prior to the expiry of the terms of
existing members; however, the newly elect-
ed members shall commence their functions
upon the expiry of the terms of the existing
members. .

4.a) The Administrative Council shall meet once
every fifteen days at the office of the Parish
Church and at such other necessary time
as the chairman may direct;

b) A quorum shall be deemed to have been
constituted where two thirds of the
‘members are present and the Council may
carry out its business;

¢) Decisions of the Council shall be made by
majority vote of the members present;
in case of a' tie the chairman shall have a
casting vote;

d) Decision made at every meeting shall be
reduced to minutes and shall be signed
by all members present at the meeting.

5. All powers and duties of the Parish Council
provided herein shall be vested in the Ad-
ministrative Council.

6. The Administrative Council may, as the
need arises, delegate its powers to the

~ Administrator.
9. The Administrator

1. The Administrator of the Parish Church
shall be the chief executive of the Parish
Council and shall, subject to internal rules
and directions approved and given from
the central Authority, be responsible for
the proper functioning of the Parish Council
and the Administrative Council, and gen-
erally for the spiritual and secular admin-
istration of the Parish Church.

2. Without limiting the generality of the forego-
ing, the Administrator shall:
a) direct the adthinistration of the Parish

Church in accordance with the clergy and
personnel administration regulations;
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b)

¢)

d)

€)

f

8)

k)

make the necessary eﬂbrts for and strictly
control the establishment, proper function-
ing and expansion of spiritual, educational,
evangelical, charitable and social services
in the localily:

see (o it that servants and the clergy of the
Church are issued identity cards; all believers
in the parish locality are registered: register
of birth, baptism, marriage and death is
established and put into practice; and the
Jjurisdiction of the Parish Church is respected :
be responsible for the proper collection of
the revenue of the Parish Church, the niain-
tenance of its movable and immovable
property and the proper use and develop-
ment of such property in accordance with
decisions of the Administrative Council;
cause the annual budget of the Church to
be prepared and submitled to the Admin-
istrative Council; and elfect any expend-
itures in accordance with the approved
annual budget;

upon obtaining the proper approval pursuant
to these Regulations, enter into necessary
contracts in the name of the Parish Church;
call meetings of the Administrative Council
under his chairmanship; and be responsible
for the execution of decisions of the council;
carry out any other duties assigned to him
through  directives issued in accordance
with these Regulations.

10. The C/nef Clerk

a)

b)

c)

" The Chiel Clerk shall,”

The Chief Clerk of the Pansh Church shall
be elected by the Administrative Council
and appointed with the consent of the
Administrator;  the' Administrator - shall
cause the same 'to be commumcated to
the Diocesan Office.

under the supervi-
sion of the Administrator, be responsible
for general secretarial, accounting and pro-
perty maintenance matters carried out inthe
Secretariat of the’ Parish Church.

Without limiting the gencrulil.)'/' of the fore-
going, the Chief Clerk shall:

keep various documents, records and Tfiles
carefully; _ . .

be responsible for keeping the seal of the
Parish Church; cause uny outgoing docu-
ment signed by the Administrator or by
himself” in the absence ol the Administrator
when authorized to do so, to be scaled and
sent to their destinations; also receive in-
coming letters;

supervise the proper maintenance of fund
and other property belonging to the Parish
Church; carefully control and record revenue

and expenditure accounts pursuant to the
approved  annual  budget:
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- 2 N FL duce; .
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g/. i’[‘(’lr:‘ : 2,1(;'2'7?'('17}:"1“;'8;) (}l,é;;z.;,nnﬂ?:’ 2. To facilitate proper control, the funds and
NCA-IPE av3e I A1CECh m¥AL &) 04 property of the Church shall be collected
(:p-drb A8 ALY LANE LLATS only by one type of valid receipt issued by
f.'nnnru . ) the Ethiopian Orthodox Church Patriarchate

Head Office.

1_‘/. el RO 17D PELANAR®-G 31k 3. The funds of the Parish Church shall be
PrLmlihme Q2730 avwsl ] hWhugh anhihis collected and its property shall be maintained
L9701 HIASL -FovCm CAOTALG 10 by a Kesse- Gebez who, pursuant to
ho-&3 WO IR B Lo (9T avm- kil 54 relevant rules, shall be elected by majority
&5T Yoor v £UIRSS PhEA- 014 N0 vote from amongst the clergy andappoint-
/0| NPR LD b LLLIN u ed by the Administrator upon notifica-

tion to the Administrative Council. This
shall be communicated to the Diocesan
180 WE (L1 P10 @ gy, Archbishopric.

4P L Gav )P e L ALA

i/ hil- hic
L1004 |1

I o . Poe s po N 4. Funds from the treasury of the Parish
,({}15::77)”_ @ET A EAALE (R M Qe Church shall be expended only by written
order of the Administrator in accordance
with the approved annual budget.
&l QAN S RCALLYT 10,2730 Q- 5. All funds of the Parish Church shall be
RENESE O™ QO ol FRGERAT Cpen deposited in a bank in the name of the

app Parish Church.,
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12.

6. The Administrator and the vice-Chairman
of the Administrative Council, elected from
amongst the believers, shall jointly sign
cheques for expending funds lodged at the
bank, ’

7. The fiscal year of the Parish Church shall
commence on Hamle 1 and end on Sene 30,

8. A detailed report on the financial and pro-
perty conditions of the Parish Church shall
be prepared each year and shall, within
three months after the end of the fiscal
year, be submitted to the Diocese and the
Patriarchate Head Office.

Service to Believers

In consideration of  contributions which
each resident and capable believer of the locality
makes to the Parish Church at a determined
time, the usual and necessary spiritual services

rendered to such believer shall be free of any
charges. :

13. The Awraja Parish Council

1. Il Fesith Cerrcils within the jurisdiction
of an Awraja shall collectively form one
Awraja Parish Council.

2. The Awraja Council shall meet once every
six months in the town of the Awraja and
at such other necessary time as the chair-
man may direct,

3. The Awraja Council shall, pursuant to the
purposes for which the Parish Councils
have been established and on the basis
of the accomplished functions and generally
the reports submitted by each of the Parish
Councils, discuss matters in the Awraja
pertaining to the Church and shall take
necessary and appropriate measures.

4. The Awraja Parish Council shall consist

of the following members:
the Bishop of the concerned Diocese, or in
his absence, his representative, or an ofTicial
delegated by the Ecclesiastical Administra-
tion as Chairman;
b) the Manager of the Awraja Ecclesiastical Ad-
ministration; .
¢) the Administ ators of each Parish Church:
d) a priest and a believer elected by and from
each of the Parish Church Administra-
tive Council; .
a believer elected from the Awraja Council
members by the said Council shall be a
vice-chairman of the Awraja Council.

€)

5. The Awraja Ecclesiastical Administration

office shall be responsible for the meeting
of the Awraja Council, its organization,
clerical matters and for the proper record-
ing of the results of the meeting and transmit-
ting the same to the Office of the concerned
Diocese.

6. The Awraja Parish Council shall co-operate

with government and private institutions
in the Awraja gizat which are concerned
with its purposes and functions.
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14, The Diocesan Council

1.

15.

. All Awraja Parish Councils under the Ethio-

All Awraja Parish Councils within the jurisdic-
tion of one Dioceseshall collectively form one
Diocesan Council. .

The Diocesan Council shall meet annually at
the Archbishopric several days prior to the meet-
ing of General Assembly of the Church; it may
meet twice a year when necessary.

The Diocesan Council shall, on the basis of re-
ports concerning the purposes and accomplished
functions of the Parish Councils submitted
through the Awraja Councils, discuss matters
in the Diocese pertaining to the Church and shall
take necessary and appropriate measures.
The Diocesan Council shall consist of the follow-
ing members:

a) the Archbishop of the Diocese, or in his
absence, his representative, or an official delegated
by the cclesiastical Administration as Chair-
man;

b) the Manager of the Diocesan Office;

¢) the Managerofallthe Awraja Ecclesiastical
Administration Offices in the Diocese;

d) not less than three nor more than five de-
legates, including one representative from Parish
Church administrators, the clergy and belierers
each, elected by each bwraja Parish Council
from amongst its mem ers;

e) a believer elected from the Diocesan Council
members by the said council shall be a vice -
charrman of the Diocesan Council.

The Diocesan Office shall be responsible for
the meeting of the Diocesan Council, is or-
ganization, clerical matters and for the proper
recording of the results of the meeting and trans-
mitting the same to the Patriarchate Head Office
in time.

The Diocesan Council shall co-operate with
governement and private institutions in the
Province which are concerned with its purposes
and functions.

a) The Diocesan Council shall, at its annual
meetings, elect not less than five nor more
than seven qualified persons from the clergy
and believers who, 'upon the request of the
Archbishop or his representative, shall meet
at any necessary time at the archbishopric
to assist the Archbishop by giving advice
and executing functions.

These elected members of the Executive Com-
mittee of the Diocese shall, pursuantto these
and the general Church rules and regula-
tions, follow up and control from time to
time the proper execution of functions
pertaining to the Church in the Diocese.

The General Assembly of the Church

b)

pian Orthodox Church as a whole shall collec-
tively form one General Assembly of the Church.
The General Assembly of the Church shall mect
once a year in the Patriarchate; it may meet at
any other necessary time as the Patriarch may
direct. i
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4. The General Assembly of the Church shall

il AndAaaw: [ e heh-Le? 10k AL 0911 consist of the following members:

ol WA eeLlvlacl SFm- w a) the Patriarch or his representative as Chair-
v/ TUTCeGl| @g9e WiLdhoe AL aHICT man;
o/ ePR&O QTSN hnaT b) members of the Holy Synod,
A/ e NADNET -0k ANAT c) members of the Ecclesiastical Council;
oof e MU P ¢ hODLE R d) The General manager of the Ethiopian
w/ PO NYHIE mPAL 2/ CONTA TCI9°FT Orthodox Church Administration;
&) SR RY  ACTANN (L hChrlfT CATTT e) Officers of the Departments of Ethiopian
neyhs| | Haa-T Orthodox Church Head Office;
f) members of the Ethiopian Orthodox Church
a/  eem®AL || MLS fPhoCE@e (o huvl Development Commission;
¢ holllle BT g) heads of each Provincial Ecclesiastical Ad-
ministration and each Awraja Ecclesiastical
T/ eeho-cF@r anh 0% AQAT Rl ovh Administration;
ha BHCAEe? ADEASLPT 1 hhusTe b) not less than three nor more than five de-
NPA@CH | W38 2 I mePT LN NPA legates, including one representative from
o-sFo- || ANh 10k elovime RTLTFo iy Parish Church Administrators, the clergy
O 9U18% hART  PTT1L0AT AhNTI and believers each, elected by each Awraja
Parish Council from among its members;
¢/  hSTE hAS o3 1 WPhowg3s hiok (1 not more than ten members appointed by
el BENdEL? AP eohihA AT CLCh- the Patriarch from the clergy, learned men,
goov/mb | BT LT @ hh”C CT1LNAT AQA-T believers and noted Church personalities.
GTwm u 5 The Patriarchate Head Office shall be responsible
for the meeting of the General Assembly of the
& nAmPAAGL |10k AN 1 DALCEE ] Church, its organization, clerical matters and
Ngnid lHaLhsoso-6 QL3 0 avwl s ¢ for the proper recording of the decisions of the
QA3 @l oo eI RE AT aupahd-To- Assembly and transmitting the same to the
heaT Lo QA“IN-HFAAS 1 WTRILU-9 (lo- concerned departments in time; it is also re-
vy ao e WIRLRTT (NP1 415 LU sponsible for causing and supervising the pro-
daadamc ALyl ear3d TICLCH mP per executions of the decisions.
AR &[0 RUSA o 16. Rules of Procedure of the Councils and Allow-
- AR 1P T ances for Members
W1 0ATANPT| HereCT PhaaT h0A [, The meetings of the Councils and the
e oa. - . General Assembly mentioned hereabove -

Kl DAL glepAlT CPORPT heveC AILY shall be conducte{l in accordance with the
£ ARRPR & TOANRTER g/ A/ nih oo/ | provisions of Article 8 sub-Article 4 (b) to
0-+e=alybo: oWl PUGTH # (d) of these Regulations.

i/ neiLy p4ET AL hEL AU AA 2. Travel and other necessary allowances for
aT 1 AAFLhLA@: PovAAdrg hage Al members participating in these matters shall
WHANLAMGE NETAALPTE (RLE LOATAs be determined by each of the Councils

12700 peragafd] SR Eﬂecﬁzsgafgg;i"y-
£V £ FT homnd +7 EEC CRT LUGA & These Regulations shall enter into force on the
K& KO TS TR 4T TIRRE 9 7 date of their Publication.
Done at Addis Ababa, this
AQ LPGAN
day of Oct. 25, 1972
TJrCLch cynl| Ay RRAT @@ HATEXS Abba THEOPHILOS
Patriarch of Ethiopia




